SNTC Council of Chiefs

Meeting Summary (March 3, 2010)

Community Roundtable
Skeetchestn and Tk’emlups are equal partners in Stk’emlupsmc Enterprises Inc. They recently signed a joint venture partnership with Western Protection Alliance to provide safety, security, first aid and technology services to the mining and industrial sectors in the Stk’emlupsemc traditional territory.
At Simpcw they’re busy preparing budgets. They’re also meeting with other Secwepemc communities about joining in a sector governance approach on issues of mutual interest (ex.: INAC, BCHydro).
Whispering Pines/Clinton: Chief LeBourdais recently met with the Ministry of Energy, Petroleum and Mining to work on a Strategic Engagement Agreement.

Bonaparte recently interviewed 40 applicants for a Trades Apprenticeship program. There are 22 spots in five different trades available.
Adams Lake is setting up the structure and key people for economic development planning in three areas: alternative energy; agriculture; and real estate. 
Neskonlith is carrying out three-tiered strategic planning: Chief and Council discussions; one week with community members; then implementation planning with the administrators.

Simon Fraser University recently announced their plan to close their campus at Tk’emlups by summer’s end. Negotiations continue.

Splatsin has a new Band Administrator and is in the process of hiring six new staff members. 

Elders
Richard Billy said that the elders had a good meeting at Whispering Pines. 
He expressed his deep concern about the problem of “kids being taken to Vancouver and put on the street.” 

Richard asked why the youth survival camp always takes place during the summer. He thinks that the youth should experience the fall and winter in order to have “a greater awareness of how to survive on their own.”  
Lastly, the elders strongly believe in the importance of “one-to-one” talk between parents and their children.

Youth
Reanna Leonard of the Secwepemc youth group challenged the chiefs to a ball hockey tournament to be held Saturday, April 17th at the Sk’elep School Gym.
There’ll be 30-minute games between community-based or pooled teams and a $5.00 spaghetti lunch. All proceeds go to the BC Elder’s Gathering.

“It’s going to be fun,” said Chief Denault.
Language and Culture

The first thing discussed was the relationship between SNTC and the Secwepemc Cultural Education Society. 

It is one thing to say that “language is a priority, but, that has to be translated into support for language,” said Chief Matthew. “SCES is a service organization. Why have some communities pulled away?” he asked. 
Chief LeBourdais felt that a “constructive, amicable conversation” between SNTC and SCES would be good to have. All agreed. As Chief Wilson put it, it’s just a question of, “How do we best support community initiatives on language?” 
The second topic was the role of the Secwepemc News. Councilor Fred Fortier (Simpcw) succinctly outlined the two key issues. To begin, the News is an “important vehicle.” The question is how to best use it as a “mechanism” to inform the nation on matters of rights and title. Secondly, “What is the real cost of the News?” and how that is to be looked at in the context of preservation of language and culture.

There will be a joint meeting of SCES Board and the Council to discuss future directions.
On a related point, Jeannette Jules expressed the community’s dismay that SFU plans to close its Tk’emlups campus. “As a tribal council, we have to ensure that our language survives,” she said. “We need a language institute,” she added.
Work @ SNTC

· The Tribal Director has been working on: the Community Engagement Plan; SEDCO matters; Chiefs Working Group on Health; funding proposals and staffing for the BC Elders Gathering and a variety of other files. 
· The financial statements and departmental reports are up-to-date. Nance Henne and Brenda Timmins of the Finance Department attended a very informative seminar on First Nations audit issues. 

· March is a busy month for the Secwepemc Fisheries Commission as there are meetings scheduled for: Inter-Tribal Fishing Treaty Organization; SFC Steering Committee at Simpcw on March 23rd; and a bilateral consultation session with DFO.
SFC is doing a short-term contract with Lakes Division technical staff to complete priority tasks in the Upper Columbia by the end of March.

· CIPAHRD was notified that it was approved $500,000 in funding for the Aboriginal Skills to Employment program. Awaiting the contract from the Ministry of Advanced Education and Labour Market Development.
· Bonnie Leonard asked for directions from the Chiefs on the Governance Policy. Chiefs Leon and Wilson will help the Tribal Director to come up with a draft by month’s end. Included will be Terms of Reference for Portfolio Holders.
Portfolios

· Child Welfare (Chief Porter)
The province has confirmed $250,000 fStsmamlt issue funding for March to September, 2010. There’ll further negotiations on a three-year plan between the Chiefs Working Group and the Ministry.

The priority for the new Project Manager, Doreen Johnson (Esketemc) is to start a community engagement plan (get the word out and listen to feedback).
Chief Christian reported on the recent Child at the Centre conference. “Everyone’s moving toward the Action Plan,” he said.  “The biggest challenge is: How do we work together at a provincial level?”

Aboriginal Rights and Title (Chief Christian)
The Tribal Director and Chiefs worked on a Tribal Council Resolution (TCR) in support of the Okanagan’s protective blockade at the Brown’s Creek watershed. As recommended by Chief LeBourdais, the TCR will encourage governments to have “constructive” dialogue with the Okanagan. In addition, the TCR will state the importance of protecting both water and aboriginal title.

Discussion then turned to the province’s plans to amend the Water Act.
Councilor Fred Fortier said that BC’s position is that the changes are “modifications” that don’t impact First Nations so that “consultation” and “accommodation” needn’t be observed. 

The province is hosting a series of meetings which First Nations can attend as stakeholders. “I caution against” participating said Chief Matthew.  He recommended that SNTC develop a nation-based policy that is informed by the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. He offered Simpw’s Declaration as a model.

The Chiefs instructed the SNTC Aboriginal Rights and Title department to begin this policy work.
The chiefs also focused in on the question of Strategic Engagement Agreements and government-to-government relations. There is an all-day session planned for March 31st at SNTC.

· Communications (Chief Wilson)
Secwepemc community members and SNTC staff will attend The First Nations Technology Council conference in Vancouver, March 19th to 21st.  

The chiefs discussed the availability of information technology funding for First Nations communities.

· Culture 
Chief Wilson reported that work continues on an Archaeology Cultural Heritage Management Plan and a draft Ancient Remains Policy. There are a number of Ancient Remains ceremonies planned for this year. Councillor Jeannette Jules (Tk’emlups) volunteered to help with the work.

· Economic Development: Chief LeBourdais is the new Portfolio Holder and Chief Matthew is the Alternate. 

· Health

SNTC Chiefs Gottfriedson, Porter, Leon, LeBourdais and Christian were at the Interior Region Health conference in Kamloops. In all, Chief LeBourdais noted “four or five tribal Chiefs and 15 or 16 bands in attendance.”

At issue was the transfer of the responsibility of healthcare service delivery to interior communities and how the First Nations Health Council has managed things. 

A key concern for Chief LeBourdais was that none of the organizations representing the communities in the decision-making process had an actual health mandate. For example: UBCIC’s mandate is claims; FN Summit, treaties; and, BCAFN, federal program funding.

The interior decided that they wanted go forward with a community-driven, nation-based approach. A Work Plan was started and a Declaration of Unity was drafted. Chief Christian said that the goal is to have the interior Chiefs sign the Declaration this June 11th at Chief Walkem’s event in Spence’s Bridge.
· Sports
Councillor Fortier took the opportunity to promote Simpcw’s Basketball tournament this April. 
· Fisheries and Wildlife 

Chief Denault made a recent trip to barter fish and meat with Chehalis. “Everybody I talk to says there’s still no fish,” he reported.

Chief Marilyn Camille (Canoe Creek) represents the Secwepemc on the Inter-Tribal Fishing Treaty Organization. Chief Denault is Alternate. He will second Eddy Jules if required.
· Forestry (Chief Matthew)
At the end of March, the Forestry staff will be laid off. An exit strategy has been developed. They are in the process of winding down projects. The Forestry Director has submitted a highly-detailed report.
On March 25th, the Chiefs will have a SEDCO meeting. 
In Attendance 

· Chiefs Rick Deneault, Keith Matthew, Michael LeBourdais, Terry Porter, Nelson Leon, 
Judy Wilson and Wayne Christian

· Councilors Fred Fortier (Simpcw) and Jeannette Jules (Tk'emlups)

· Richard Billy, (Elders Representative) and Reanna Leonard (Youth Representative) 
· Bonnie Leonard (Tribal Director), Veronica Leonard, Walter Quinlan (SNTC)
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