SNTC Council of Chiefs
Meeting Summary (April 4, 2010)

Community Roundtable
Splatsin is re-doing their 10-year health plan and working on the Health Centre. 

Skeetchestn is in negotiations with CN and BCHydro on trespass issues.
Whispering Pines/Clinton has expanded the size of their forest fighting crew to 50. They’ll work on a rotation of 40 on, 10 off.

Simpcw are meeting with area MLA’s to discuss tenures and issues related to territory.
Tk’emlups: The graveyard clean up was “very well attended,” said Chief Gottfriedson. There’s going to be a community clean-up day too (contact Freda Jules for details).
Adams Lake is moving ahead with economic development and irrigation projects. 
Strategic Engagement Agreements
Chiefs LeBourdais and Matthew recently met with provincial Ministers Blair Lekstrom 
(Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources) and George Abbott (Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation). They talked about a Strategic Engagement Agreement (SEA) between the Secwepemc and EMPR.
An SEA isn’t a treaty. It’s an “interim agreement,” said Chief LeBourdais. One goal of an SEA is to avoid issues ending up in court, costing millions of dollars.

There are four steps in the SEA process.

First step is a cooperation protocol between member bands. Whatever nation or band that signs on would receive funding to hire experts and resource people. Next, the chiefs draw up a negotiation agreement. Then, they develop their workplan. This leads to the final step: negotiations between the Secwepemc and the Ministry.
Getting an SEA done will take a few years. In light of the work done to date by Chiefs Matthew and LeBourdais, Chief Deneault asked that they “stay on it.” 

Prosperity Mine
Chief Fred Robbins (Esketemc) called in via teleconference to ask for SNTC support on the Prosperity Mine issue. The Chiefs responded in a number of ways.
Firstly, they offered technical support on fisheries issues from the Secwepemc Fisheries Commission. The chiefs will also write a letter of support. And on April 21st, Chiefs Gottfriedson, Deneault, Matthew, Wilson and Leon will appear before the Environmental Assessment panel to speak in support of Esketemc and Dog Creek.
Early Spring Chinook

Councillor Fred Fortier (Simpcw) gave the Chiefs an update on a potential community-based legal approach to protect the early spring Chinook.

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans wants an 8 - 11% exploitation rate (catch). This would include a sport fishery. The collective First Nations position (including the Secwepemc, Sto:lo and the NTA) is to protect the stock with a 0% exploitation rate. 
Training

Geri Collins of CFDC asked for the Chiefs support for a program that would train participants on firefighting and fuel management. Specifically, participants would need community support to purchase gear, travel, etc …

The Chiefs were open to the idea. Chief Deneault recommended that each band’s Adult Education and S.A. departments discuss it with their respective Chief and Council.
Events: Shuswap Gathering and 1910 Memorial

Tk’emlups is hosting this year’s Shuswap Gathering. Commemorating the 1910 Memorial to Sir Wilfrid Laurier will be part that.

SNTC is supporting Tk’emlups with: $10,000 in funding; gifts for the Chiefs; and staff assistance. 

An Event Coordinator will soon begin work. The chiefs asked for a progress report at the next Council of Chiefs meeting (May 5th).
Youth

Secwepemc youth attended the Gathering our Voices Youth Conference. They participated in workshops to help them identify and avoid some of the dangers facing youth today: gangs, drugs, human trafficking and the sex trade.

Work @ SNTC

· The Tribal Director: worked on Green Lake meeting with the north; assisted Stsmamlt Project Director; held Human Resource policy workshop for staff; and managed budget and hiring matters for the Aboriginal Rights and Title department.
· Stsmamlt Project: working with chiefs and delegated agencies; hiring Community Facilitator, website designer, and Administrative Assistant in April; and planning to hold the first community engagement meeting by the end of April.
· Three major projects at CIPAHRD: (1) Confirmed Service Canada funding extension for AHRDS from April to September, 2010; (2) Aboriginal Skills Employment Training Strategy; and Aboriginal Skills to Employment Program. 
· STEP: Member of the BC Aboriginal Mine Training Association; coordinated Essential Skills training for Aboriginal Employment Councilors, Band Social Workers and Education Coordinators.
· Financial statements to the end of February are complete. 

In Attendance 

· Chiefs Nelson Leon, Rick Deneault, Keith Matthew, Michael LeBourdais, Shane Gottfriedson 
and Judy Wilson.
· Councilors: Cliff Arnouse (Adams Lake), Randy William (Splatsin) and Fred Fortier (Simpcw).
· Reanna Leonard (Youth Representative) 
· SNTC: Bonnie Leonard (Tribal Director), Walter Quinlan (Communications) 
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