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A Nation-Based Approach
Secwepemc leaders are taking a community-driven, nation-based approach to two highly important issues facing their people: health services and child protection. 

Health

The First Nations Health Council was created in 2007 to implement the 10-year Tripartite First Nations Health Plan on behalf of B.C. First Nations. The goal is to improve the health of First Nations by partnering federal and provincial governments with B.C. First Nations in the design and delivery of health care. This includes the transfer of programs and services from the federal and provincial governments to First Nations. 

Secwepemc Chiefs and Health Directors have become very concerned that the three bodies promoting this Plan - First Nations Health Council (FNHC), First Nations Health Governance Committee (FNHGC) and the First Nations Health Society (FNHS) – are moving too quickly for meaningful community-based dialogue to take place. They identify three key flaws in the consultation process.
To begin, 55 leaders from various interior nations have been lumped into one caucus. Regionalization of this kind doesn’t recognize First Nations traditional territories. Nor does it respect each nation’s inherent right to govern its own people. 
Secondly, funding gaps and delays in healthcare, as currently delivered by the FN Health Society, cause real hardship in First Nations’ communities. Are Secwepemc people expected to take over the financial burden for healthcare that’s already under-funded?
Lastly, Secwepemc leaders and healthcare professionals haven’t been fully informed about the scope and breadth of the programs and services to be transferred to them. Without this information, how can they make an informed decision about the responsibilities they’re taking on?

This week, the Chiefs wrote the FNHC to ask for: full and complete disclosure of their financial activities; a review of the regionalized caucus structure; development of a business plan that both provides a cost analysis of a proposed health transfer and identifies areas of current under-funding; and funding to carry out a community engagement process.

The Chief’s working group on Health is comprised of: Chief Mike Archie (Canim Lake), Chief Ann Louie ( T’exelc), Chief Felix Arnouse (Little Shuswap), Chief Shane Gottfriedson (Tk’emlups), Chief Terry Porter (Bonaparte) and June Kelly (Health Director’s Technical Representative). 
The First Nations Health Council will host an Interior Region Governance Session in Kamloops on February 24-25, where the Secwepemc will voice their concerns.
Stsmamlt Action
Over the past four months, the Chiefs Working Group has worked hard on the Stsmamlt project. The goal is to pursue jurisdiction over Secwepemc children and families in the traditional territory through a nation-based approach. 

Members of this working group are: Chiefs Wayne Christian (Spaltsin), Marilyn Camille (Canoe Creek), Terry Porter (Bonaparte), Charlene Belleau (Esketemc) and Shane Gottfriedson (Tk’emlups).

In December, Chiefs Christian, Porter and Camille met with Mary Polack, the Minister of Family and Child Development. They presented the Minister and her officials a draft project plan based on the Final Report of the March, 2009 Chief’s Special Forum. As a result, they secured a funding commitment to get work started.

In the new year, the Chiefs started community consultations and a search for a Project Manager.

The first stop was Williams Lake on January 15th. In the morning, the chiefs met with the Board of the Knucwentwecw Society. That afternoon, they spoke with 25 Chiefs, councilors and community members from the five northern bands.

Next were interviews for the position of Project Manager. The successful candidate was 
Doreen Johnson (Esketemc). 

Doreen received her Bachelor of Social Work from the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College through the University of Regina. She graduated with great distinction and won the university’s president Medal and the University Prize in Social Work. Doreen is the first aboriginal person to win these awards. For twelve years, she was Executive Director of the Knucwentwecw Society. At the centre of her work is her passion for ensuring that aboriginal children’s connectedness to culture, heritage and language.

Doreen starts work on March 1st. She will be based out of the SNTC offices in Kamloops.

In the weeks to come, the Chiefs will meet the Board of the Secwepemc Child and Family Services Agency, as well as, southern community members. In the year to come, the Chiefs have committed to a schedule of monthly meetings to provide leadership, and to guide the Project Manager, on the work to be done.

10th Anniversary Celebrations at Secwepemc Child and Family Services 

Lahal, storytelling and a traditional feast at high noon are just part of the celebrations of the Secwepemc Child and Family Services. Everything starts at 9:00 a.m. this Friday, February 19th at the Chilcotin Road office of the SCFS. For information Sharon Shuter, the SCFS Cultural Worker, at 250.314.9669, or by email, culture@secwepemc.org

Upcoming Events

February 26th: Floor Hockey Tournament
Tk’emlups Gym

Phone 250.376.0903

February 26th to 28th: Bonaparte Hockey Tournament
Phone 250.457.7252 or 457.1657

March 3rd and 4th: Person with Disabilities Conference
Kamloops
Phone 250.461.6741

March 5th to 7th: Rec Hockey Tournament
Lac La Hache 
Phone 250.302.1582 or 440.5631

March 12th to 14th: Skeetchestn Pow Wow

March 27th and 28th: Empowering the Guardians of our Children
Adams Lake Band Gym

Phone: 250.679.3702 (Little Shuswap), 679.3295 (Neskonlith) or 679.8841 (Adams Lake)
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