SECWEPEMC BACK THE BROWN’S CREEK BLOCKADE.
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Secwepemc Chiefs support the Okanagan Indian Band’s protective blockade in the Brown’s Creek Watershed.
“In the Speech from the Throne, the Harper government said that safe drinking water for people on-reserve is a national priority,” said Chief Wayne Christian, Spokesperson for the Shuswap Nation Tribal Council. “It’s time for Premier Campbell to meet with the Okanagan to show that he sees it as a priority too,” he added. 
Ottawa also pledged to endorse the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. “As First Nations, we have the right to protect our traditional lands,” said Chief Christian. “We call on the Crown to fulfill their duty and work with the Okanagan on finding the best approach to sustainable development in Brown’s Creek.”
100 years ago, in 1910, Chiefs of the Okanagan, Secwepemc and Couteau tribes presented their Memorial to Prime Minister Sir Wilfrid Laurier. “Our ancestors shared water and resources with those who came to settle our land so that each could help the other ‘to be great and good,’” said Chief Christian. “Governments today must realize that there are many water quality issues to resolve and that they need First Nations at the table to get the job done,” he added.  
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