Brief

Council of Chiefs Meeting

Shuswap Nation Tribal Council


1 - Rights (People) and Title (Land)

· Short discussion on BC Hydro Joint Working Group

Chief Judy Wilson took those attending through a PowerPoint presentation on the subject of re-instating the Sexqéltkemc as Caretakers/Stewards of the lakes region of the Secwepemc Nation. 

She spoke of the importance of “standing up our traditional governance system” as the means to build effective Government to Government Agreements. Specifically, a collective approach increases opportunities for: better revenue sharing; a broader scope to agreements; involvement in a variety of energy resources (ex.: wind power); and long-term planning. An example of success was the NuGold Development that led to a mining Agreement with revenue sharing.
Chief Michael LeBourdais drew our attention to the idea of a “Secwepemc Power Authority” as an instrument for governance, authority over power and planning for the future. He noted that the Haida Gwaii have this in place and it could be looked at as a template for our efforts.
The PowerPoint was created by Sunny LeBourdais (Technical Advisor, Sexqéltkemc).
· Land and Interests Recognition Agreement

Chief Keith Matthew gave us a detailed look at the proposed Agreement between the Little Shuswap Indian Band, Shuswap Indian Band, Whispering Pines/Clinton Indian Band and the Simpcw First Nation.
He sees this Agreement as a way for Bands to pull together and define how to manage internal issues, such as use of common areas, by using Secwepemc laws and customs to guide cooperative conflict resolution. In addition, resolving internal issues will help Bands progress in the consultation and accommodation processes with external parties (ex.: mining companies) Chief Matthew mentioned that the Agreement is a “work in progress” and that the “door is open” to other Bands. 
In response, Chief LeBourdais recommended a legal review, for as with any new Agreement, it is important to ensure that Aboriginal Title and Rights are fully protected. Acting Tribal Director Bonnie Leonard suggested that we need a common understanding of traditional laws and customs and their meaning today. 

Chief Wilson mentioned that the Neskonlith had been encouraged by their elders to make “shared decisions.” Kukpi7 Wayne Christian said that protocols are important and “we just have to do the work to make it happen.”
1 - Rights (People) and Title (Land)

· All Chiefs Assembly on Recognition and Reconciliation
Kukpi7 Christian discussed the following points:

- British Columbia’s proposed Recognition and Reconciliation Act was rejected.
- The Chief’s participated in working groups on finding ways to work together.  

- Chiefs Christian and Wilson were appointed to the Inherent Title and Rights Task Force. They will use the upcoming UCBIC and BCAFN meetings to advance the Recognition and Reconciliation issue.  
2 - Governance

· The recommendations provided in the Audit by Daley and Company were accepted.
· A Finance Committee was formed. Members are Chiefs Matthew, Deneault and LeBourdais.
· The Chiefs approved both the Year-to-Date Financial Statements and Amended Budget as presented. It was noted that the budgets were “better laid out and user-friendly.”
· Director’s reports were submitted to the Tribal Council.

· Meetings were scheduled with the Bonnie Leonard, Walter Quinlan (Communications Coordinator) and respective Chiefs in order to move forward with the Portfolio Strategy.

· Bonnie updated the Chiefs on the progress of the restructuring of the SNTC.
· The Tribal Council appointed Bonnie Leonard as Acting Tribal Director (until further motion). 
· The Chiefs decided to post the position of Tribal Director as per SNTC policy.

3 - Intergovernmental with other First Nations

· Green Lake was suggested as the site for 2011 Gathering, and, that the SNTC offer to co-host.

4 - Jurisdiction

· The Council of Chiefs donated $500.00 (maximum as per SNTC policy) to the Honouring our Caregivers Conference.
· Mark Thomas was appointed as SNTC Technical Representative to the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Technical Committee.

· Chief Matthew was appointed as SNTC Representative to the Forest Stewardship Council.
Other
· The Council of Chiefs donated $500.00 (maximum as per SNTC policy) to the Chief Gottfriedson’s campaign to become B.C.A.F.N. Regional Chief.


In attendance
Kukpi7 Christian




Chief Judy Wilson 



Chief Mike LeBourdais
Chief Keith Matthew
Chief Rick Deneault
Councillor Marion Lee
Councillor Fred Fortier 




Bonnie Leonard, ATD
Veronica Leonard, EA
Walter Quinlan, CC
 

Opening Prayer was done by Councillor Marion Lee.

Wednesday, September 2, 2009

2 / 3

