Shuswap Nation Tribal Council

Report to the Secwepemc Elders 

Weyt-kp Elders,

Secwepemc Chiefs are taking a community-driven, nation-based approach to address two key issues: child protection and health services for our communities. We are also planning ceremonies and events this summer to celebrate our language and culture.
Stsmamlt Project
In 2009, Secwepemc chiefs signed an agreement to work together towards the goal of Secwepemc authority over our children and families in the Nation’s traditional territory. 

Early this year, the Chiefs received funding from the province to start the work. They then hired Doreen Johnson (Esketemc) as Project Director.

Doreen graduated from the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (University of Regina). For twelve years, she was Executive Director of the Knucwentwecw Society in Williams Lake. Doreen’s goal is to ensure that aboriginal children stay connected to their families, relatives, language and culture.
On the Stsmamlt Working Group are Chiefs: Marilyn Camille (Canoe Creek); Wayne Christian (Splatsin); Terry Porter (Bonaparte); Shane Gottfriedson (Tk’emlups); and Fred Robbins (Esketmec).

There will be a Reconciliation Ceremony held during the Summer Solstice celebrations in Kamloops on June 20th and 21st. Secwepemc children in care will temporarily reunite with their parents and they’ll meet extended family. The children’s foster families will be introduced to the Secwepemc culture, and, recognized and honored.

If you have any questions, or, would like to invite Doreen to your community, please contact her at 250-828-9874, or, stsmamlt@shuswapnation.org.
Health Services
The First Nations Health Council was created in 2007 to implement the 
10-year Tripartite First Nations Health Plan. This would include the transfer of programs and services from the federal and provincial governments to B.C. First Nations communities. 
Secwepemc Chiefs and Health Directors became very concerned that things were moving too quickly for meaningful talks to be held in their communities. There were serious questions about the financial costs of the transfer. The Chiefs also felt that the traditional territory wasn’t being recognized.
In February, Chiefs from the interior decided that they wanted go forward with a community-driven, nation-based approach. A Work Plan was started and a Declaration of Unity was drafted. The goal is to have the interior Chiefs sign the Declaration this June 11th at Spence’s Bridge.

The Secwepemc Chief’s Working Group on Health is comprised of: Chief Mike Archie (Canim Lake); Chief Ann Louie (T’exelc); Chief Felix Arnouse (Little Shuswap); Chief Shane Gottfriedson (Tk’emlups); and Chief Terry Porter (Bonaparte). 

For information, contact June Kelly (Health Director’s Technical Representative) at 250.314.6732, or, june@qwemtsin.org.
Upcoming Events

· Interior Tribes Memorial to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, June 11th, Spence’s Bridge

Hosted by Chief David Walkem 
· B.C. Elders Gathering, July 13th to 15th in Salmon Arm

· Secwepemc Nation Gathering, July 23rd  to 25th, Tk’emlups 

· 100th Anniversary of the Memorial to Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
August 25th in Kamloops, Hosted by the Shuswap Nation Tribal Council 
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