SNTC e-newsletter


WORKING TOGETHER TO PROTECT THE NATION.

On Tuesday, October 20th, chiefs, elders, spiritual leaders and young people took an important step towards uniting the Secwepemc nation in its common goal - to protect title. 

People spoke to the need for Secwepemc to stand up their laws on the land, connect with their relations and youth and to learn from the ancestors. The need for action, not words, and for decision-making for the territory from within the territory, were themes that were raised and reinforced by different speakers. Heartfelt questions were posed. The desire for unity was real.

The seats around the table soon filled. Extra chairs had to be brought in. After the Opening Prayer and drum songs, Chief Mike Archie Tsq’escen’ (Canim Lake) thanked the elders for traveling to the meeting.
Chief Archie then encouraged those assembled to, “put aside the boundaries and look at the needs of communities.” He said, “Our purpose today is to build a process for working together” towards the common goal of protecting title and rights.

Attention was given to the topic of political unity between the chiefs.
Chief Nelson Leon, Sexqeltqin (Adams Lake) recalled the elders telling him that there were "no boundaries" when they had to resolve questions of territory. He respects that, "we're all looking to build something for our people," yet, he cautioned against agreements becoming a "wedge" between Secwepemc communities.  
"As leaders, we have to help each other," said Chief Wayne Christian (Tribal Chairman, SNTC). 
To this, Chief Marilyn Camille, St’swecem’c-Xgat’tem (Canoe/Dog Creek) remarked that working with other chiefs is very helpful for a newly-elected chief on a “steep learning curve.” Chief Bev Sellars, Xat’sull (Soda Creek) said that she was “100% committed to working with the Secwepemc as a whole.” 

Holding elections at the same time would be practical way to help chiefs plan and work together, recommended Chief Rick Deneault (Skeetchestn).
The relationship between chiefs and their people, and time spent at meetings outside of the territory, were also raised. 
Chief Ann Louie, T'exelc (Williams Lake) voiced her concern about the communication gap between what is decided at the chief’s level and what the council and community are informed of. In her experience, Chief Sellars has found that meetings outside of the territory are “a waste of time.” 
As the microphone worked its way around the room, it came to Glen Deneault (Skeetchestn) to say, “I remember when chiefs would go house to house.” This is important because “a chief is supposed to gather people and put them in his heart.” He then asked the chiefs assembled, “What are you going to do about it, when you go home?”
For the Secwepemc, political unity and action has a cultural aspect too. “Ceremony is the way to build our relations,” said Chief Christian. It is a way “our ancestors help us,” he added.
Chief Leon observed that the ancestors are revealing themselves to “educate” the young that they are Secwepemc. He expressed his confidence in “bright, creative, uninhibited and energetic” Secwepemc youth. “They offer solutions” to the issues faced today, Chief Leon advised.
As the morning drew to a close, two speakers summarized the work ahead. 

“Our common goal, our common ground, is to protect title,” said Bonnie Leonard (Acting Tribal Director, SNTC). “Every step we take, be it through the courts, the Treaty process or agreements, is another step we take together to protect our title, our nation.”

Chief Judy Wilson (Neskonlith) reminded us that, “the best laws are written on the land. Our strongest laws are those that are part of the land.” That afternoon, at the Blessing Ceremony at Cqleqelkwe, representatives from Neskonlith and Tk’emlups signed a Protocol agreement. 
On the road ahead, the Secwepemc will meet with TNRD officials about the Green Lake OCP. There are plans for a Gathering to be held in Salmon River in April, 2010.
Blessing Ceremony at Cqelqletkwe (Green Lake)
Over 50 people traveled to the ancient burial ground at Cqelqletkwe for a Blessing Ceremony.

John Jules (Tk’emlups) explained the meaning of this ceremony:

“The ceremony itself is designed to address our relationship to the ancestral remains and elevate the disturbance that occurred and also give thanks for the remains undisturbed and the earth that housed and continue to hold our people within the grounds made sacred by their presence. 

It also marks and celebrates the continued efforts of our foundation poles (body, mind, heart and sprit) of our people’s ties to those political, cultural, spiritual and social aspects of our nation. 

In this sense, prayers are the verbal manifestations of our continued desire to be a nation with one mind, one heart, one spirit and one body as identified in the Shuswap Declaration.” 

Ten-year-old Elliot Auriat (Tk’emlups) describes the ceremony:

“We gathered in a circle. My mom asked if I wanted to play the drum. I was not sure at first, but mom handed me the drum. I stood beside Glen Deneault. He could sure sing, boy oh boy! Before we sang, they put ochre on every drummer and pipe carrier to protect them from the spirits. We did some drum songs called honour songs, pipe carrier songs. Then everybody except me put tobacco on the grave and we left.”

Upcoming Events

Choices Halloween Fundraiser

Saturday, October 30th at 8:00 p.m.

K.I.B. Old Gymnasium

Admission by donation.

First Nations Public Service / National Centre for First Nations Governance 

Fall Regional Session
November 4th

Chief Louis Centre, KIB

Info: ExecutiveAssistant@fnps.info
Winter Family Gathering Traditional Pow Wow

Saturday, November 21st, Noon to 8:00 p.m.

Information: 250-548-3723

First Nations in the Forest Sector: Forum 2009

November 23rd and 24th 

For info: www.fnforestrycouncil.ca
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