Salmon are Sacred
On Tuesday, the Splatsin Tsm7aksaltn (Splatsin Teaching Centre) Society hosted a Salmon are Sacred walk and day of activities in Enderby.

There’s a petition calling for a change in fish farming practices. Nearly 7,800 people have signed up. Check it out at: http://www.salmonaresacred.org/
Flag Fundraiser for the B.C. Elders Gathering

A Flag has been designed and created as a fundraiser for the B.C. Elders Gathering, hosted this July 13 to 15, by the Secwepemc nation. It's also a way to celebrate Secwepemc pride for the elders and the land.

Designed by Travis Marr (Tk'emlups), this flag depicts traditional Secwepemc language and symbols. 

Click this link to see the flag: 
http://www.shuswapnation.org/news-and-meetings/images/FundraiserfortheElders.jpg
The price is $200.00. All proceeds to the B.C. Elders Gathering. 

Please make cheques payable to the Shuswap Nation Tribal Council.

Mail to:

Josh Gottfriedson
Youth Coordinator
Shuswap Nation Tribal Council
Suite 304 - 355 Yellowhead Highway
Kamloops, British Columbia V2H 1H1

For info: youth@shuswapnation.org
Xu7t Splukw: Sturgeon Release on the Columbia River.

Over 150 people from the Secwepemc, Okanagan and Ktunaxa nations attended the Sturgeon Gathering on the Columbia River in Revelstoke, on April 23rd.

For co-organizer Sunny LeBourdais (Technical Coordinator for Sexqéltkemc), one reason to hold the Gathering was to “bring together the three nations in the common quest to restore sturgeon to the Upper Columbia.” It was also a chance for Secwepemc elders to re-connect with sturgeon and for Secwepemc youth to actually “touch sturgeon and see them go into the water,” she added.

Canoeists met up-river for a prayer before paddling to the Gathering site where the drumming and singing to welcome them had already begun. 

One of the canoeists was George William (Splatsin). He described the canoe trip with members of the other nations as “powerful.” He said, “Everyone should get back in the water and feel the strength of nature.”

“It lifted my heart to see the canoes,” said Ktunaxa Chief Cheryl Casimir (St. Mary’s Indian Band). 

Next, everyone formed a circle for the spiritual ceremony. Elder Les Peters (Esketemc) said that the Gathering was a time for all to “renew,” and “remind” themselves of, their responsibility to their children. 

Secwepemc Chief Nelson Leon, (Adams Lake Indian Band) added, “We need to be free and show our spirituality to our young people.” 

Then, the highlight of the day: releasing sturgeon into the river. Children hauled buckets of water up to the fish truck, returned to the river’s edge, where after wetting their hands, they gently set the fish in the water. Elders and youth alike enjoyed watching as young sturgeon found the current.

Okanagan Chief Jonathon Kruger (Penticton Indian Band) also set a sturgeon in the Columbia. He was happy to see people “taking responsibility for the fish and the land.”

The day continued with a lunch of “Indian Taco” and storytelling in the afternoon.

Afterwards, I asked Sunny why she likes sturgeon.

“Sturgeon are historical giants,” she said. “They’re kind of like us. They’ve been dammed up, controlled, but, they’re still there, still fighting,” she added.

For Sunny, restoring the sturgeon is part of her journey as a Secwepemc. “Every time we save something, we save a part of us too,” she said.

Thanks to Dawn Morrison (Neskonlith) and Sunny for their hard work bringing elders, youth and nations together for a day on the river.

A slideshow, courtesy of the Revelstoke Times Review, can be found at this link: 

http://www.bclocalnews.com/kootenay_rockies/revelstoketimesreview/news/92150764.html
Upcoming Events

May 14
Talent Show

Skelep School of Excellence

Contact Karli (319. 1400) or Dianne (574.0460)

May 18 to 20

All Chiefs Task Force

Chief Joe Mathias Centre,

North Vancouver

May 19

Dunn Creek Hatchery Smolt Release

Contact Tina at tdonald@simpcw.com
May 21

Neqweyqwelsten Cultural Day

Contact Tina at tdonald@simpcw.com
May 22 & 23

Neskonlith fundraiser for the BC Elders Gathering

Crafts, 50/50 Draw, Dinner and Dance

Contact Minnie at 250.832.2212

May 28

Simpcw Mini Elders Gathering

Contact Tina at tdonald@simpcw.com
June 5 & 6

Chu Chua Volunteer Fire Dept Slow Pitch Tourney
Contact Tina at tdonald@simpcw.com
June 11
Interior Tribes Memorial to Sir Wilfrid Laurier 

Spence’s Bridge

Hosted by Chief Walkem

 
June 20 - 21
Stsmamlt Reconciliation Ceremony

Tk'emlups

Contact Doreen at stsmamlt@shuswapnation.org
 
July 13 - 15
B.C. Elders Gathering

Salmon Arm

Contact Susan at smatthew@alib.ca
July 23 - 25
Shuswap Gathering 

Tk’emlups 

Contact Christine at cthompson@kib.ca
